Anatomy and orientation of the human external ear.
A knowledge of the external ear and tympanic membrane is essential to practicing audiologists. This article provides an introduction to the anatomy of this area including dimensions, orientation, vasculature, innervation, and relations to other structures. Traditional diagrams are often inadequate in describing these structures. For example, typical frontal and sagittal views of the external auditory meatus do not adequately describe its anteroposterior course. Axial (transverse) views provide easier visualization of these areas. A nomenclature is also provided for areas and angles of the external auditory meatus.